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Foreword

Pagdand is an independent, non-government organization originally established as a

biodiversity conservation initiative.

A coming-together of committed individuals, a meeting of minds, a synthesis of intention and
action, and a mission to walk the eco-talk, most of our members and contributors voluntarily

contribute their precious time and energy to work with us.

Welcome to Pagdand.

And thank you for walking with us.




About PAGDAND

‘Pagdand’ is a Vadodara-based NGO working in the field of biodiversity conservation since 2016.
Pagdand is registered under the Trust Act, 1950 (Bombay Act No 29 of 1950) with registration
number E/80481/Vadodara.

Pagdand’s Purpose

Pagdand is, in essence, a thought, an idea. a conscience-call even. It's not a structured concept,

with well-defined edges & established parameters.

Like all thoughts, it promises to be organic, leading from one thing to another, encompassing
one cause after another, as our steps take us further & farther into biodiversity conservation.
So, while its true scope can only be determined over time, & its direction can only be
ascertained by our future thoughts & actions, here is the first step towards articulating our

purpose:

e To Mainstream Eco-consciousness

e To Highlight Co-existence

e To Engender Eco-awareness

e To Sensitize, Educate & Energize Communities

o To Stimulate Public Thought, Dialogue & Action.

Today, more than ever before, life must be characterized by a sense of
universal responsibility, not only nation to nation and human to human, but

also human to other forms of life.
-Dalai Lama




Pagdand’s Core Agenda

e Urban Forestry & Farming
e Water Conservation
e Environment Education

e Policy Advocacy

Activities from April 2022 to March 2023

Pagdand is a Vadodara-based NGO, dedicated to enhancing our urban and rural
neighbourhood through a diverse array of initiatives. At the core of our mission lies the
principle of environmental management, which we enthusiastically support by active
participation in activities like tree-planting projects that aim to enrich the greenery &

overall well-being of our natural world.

Our persistent commitment extends to aiding individuals in need by providing essential
resources & educational programs. We believe in the transformative potential of
education, determined to empower those we serve. Beyond these community-driven
initiatives, we actively engage in advocating for policies that enhance the overall quality

of life for our citizens.

Pagdand is driven by the vision of creating a better, more inclusive city through

endeavours that promote empathy, creativity, & community well-being.




Painting Competition on World Environment Day

5 June 2022

Participation & Selection

In June 2022, Pagdand held a Drawing & Painting Competition on World Environment
Day, focusing on 'Ecosystem Restoration.' Participants of all ages across the country

highlighted their deep commitment to nature.
Event Highlights

Embracing the digital age & breaking the regional boundaries, contestants from various
regions entered the Competition on World Environment Day. This year the theme was
‘Ecosystem Restoration'. The virtual exhibition of select artworks expanded our reach.
To acknowledge the winners & participants, prizes & certificates were awarded, making

the initiative a success.
Impact

e Raised awareness for urgent ecosystem restoration & environmental conservation
e Provided a platform for artists to express environmental concerns.
e Fostered a sense of shared responsibility for nature among diverse participants.

e Encouraged budding artists with feedback from field experts.

The 2022 World Environment Day Drawing & Painting Competition by Pagdand
highlighted art's advocacy power for the environment. The overwhelming response &
resolute jury reaffirmed our commitment to ecosystem restoration & biodiversity
conservation. This event demonstrated how art can promote environmental awareness

& drive positive action in society.
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Congratulations to all 2022 Winners

Group A
Age group 5to 10

Winner First Runner Up
Bhavya Chintan Vaidya Reet Ankit Dharamshi

Ther is ne plont B

fo Sk e e A, B el

MY ONE EARTH +

" REET DHARANS

Second Runner Up
Aadit Mankad

Congratulations to all 2022 Winners

Group B
Age group 11 10 18

Winner First Runner Up
Devashree D Vala Harishree S Patel

Second Runner Up
Aadhya Nadig

Congratulations to all 2022 Winners

Group C
Age group 19+

Winner Second Runner Up
Alka Karandikar

First Runner Up Appreciation for
Alisha Bhate environmental Art

Dr. Viral Mehta

Highlights of Painting Competition
2022




Distribution of Stationery & Bags

In July 2022, to encourage environmental awareness, Pagdand distributed stationery
and bags worth INR 1,00,000/- at one of our regular eco-club schools.
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Pagdand’s Participation at the Eco-Bazaar

21-22 Jan 2023

The Eco-Bazaar was conducted by a network of NGOs that are active towards

environmental causes in the city of Vadodara. The initiative was led by Upaj.

Pagdand's active involvement in the Eco-Bazaar event on the 21st & 22nd of January
2023 displayed our unwavering commitment to environmental causes. We passionately
advocated for a range of eco-conscious initiatives, each designed to make a positive

impact on our community & environment.
Promoting Tree Banks

One of our key focuses was on raising awareness about the importance of Tree Banks.
We emphasized the role of these tree banks in preserving our green heritage,

highlighting how they contribute to a healthier, more sustainable ecosystem.
Fostering Eco Clubs

Pagdand encouraged the formation of Eco Clubs within communities, and how we could
help with the same. These clubs serve as vital hubs for promoting environmental
consciousness & action. Through these initiatives, we aimed to inspire & engage

individuals in actively contributing to a greener & more sustainable future.
Highlighting Rainwater Recharge Systems

Our participation also brought attention to the significance of High-Volume Rainwater
Recharge Systems as a sustainable approach to water conservation. By displaying the

benefits of these systems, we aimed to encourage their adoption within our community.

10



https://upajfarm.com/

Through our active involvement in the Eco-Bazaar, we sought to ignite a sense of

responsibility in individuals to become stewards of the environment.

Pagdand

ECO pLUB
Hands-on leamln_g ppor
to learn about the “ {

based program 0 schgp

pincrease
biodiversity
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TREE BANK ECOCLUB
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HIGH VOLUME RAIN WATER RECHARGE SYSTEM
Inassociation with GACL & Vadodara Marathon, we initiated

the water recharge activity at four public places of Vadodara.

PTG * Conserve and preserve water resources

® Increase & improve quality of ground water

* More than 1 crore liters (1, 000,00,00) of water

recharge per year threugh Injection recharge well
* Reduces salinity and flouride contents in the bore well

We aim to create 100 more systems at road side
and Government premises, we are looking forward
for support from Corporates, NGOs and other
Government departments.

TO MAKE YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD GREENER & SUSTAINABLE CONTACT:
9879111096 / 7486037215 | support@pagdand.org

Highlights of Pagdandl?ttending Eco-Bazaar




Eco-club Sessions in Government Schools

February 2023

In February, we continued our vital mission of environmental education in Government
schools across the city. Our efforts aimed to nurture a strong bond between young

minds and nature. We conducted these sessions at the following schools:

e School No. 24 - Gadapura (Morning School)

e School No. 49 - Gadapura (Afternoon School)
e Kumar Shala (Boy's School) No. 21- Gotri

e Kumari Shala (Girl's School) No. 21- Gotri

e School No. 45 (Rajaram Mohan Prathmik) - Saiyed Vasna
Nurturing Eco-consciousness

The primary objective of our visit was to nurture eco-consciousness among students. By
engaging & interactive sessions, we aimed to help them develop a deep appreciation for

the natural world that surrounds them.
Exploring Flora & Fauna of Gujarat through Interactive Learning

Our educational initiative immersed students in the rich biodiversity of Gujarat. Through
engaging in activities, discussions, and visual aids, we nurtured their curiosity about the
environment. This interactive approach made learning not only informative but also

enjoyable, fostering a deep appreciation for the diverse flora and fauna within the state.

It was encouraging to see how many of these young students had rich knowledge about

the flora and fauna of Gujarat, and native species of India.
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Promoting a Sense of Environmental Responsibility

By embracing a sense of responsibility & care
for the environment, we encouraged students to

take on active roles to protect & preserve nature.

Conducting eco-awareness activities in
government schools was aimed at sowing
the seeds of environmental guardianship and
helping these students to become champions
for a more sustainable and environmentally

friendly future.

Eco-awareness Sessions in Government Schools
13



Annual Function at Shree Saraswati Prathmik School, Vasna

29 March 2023

On March 29, 2023, Pagdand was privileged to attend the Annual Function at Shree
Saraswati Prathmik School. This event stood as a remarkable tribute to the extraordinary
talents & accomplishments of the students and their teachers, highlighting the cohesive

spirit within the school community.

The day was marked by remarkable performances by the students and recognition of
academic excellence (teachers & other individuals). The event also focused on fostering a
sense of unity in diversity, resulting in a memorable celebration of the school's vibrant

culture.
Student Performances

The highlight of the function was the incredible performances put on by students from
classes 1 to 8. The students had choreographed these performances themselves; the

skits & dance routines were an indication of their creativity & dedication.
Honoring Distinguished Figures

The event also provided a chance to recognize former teachers and distinguished
individuals in the field of education. Recognition of their contributions underscored the

importance of nurturing & promoting educators who shape the future.
Scholarships

A moment of immense pride was when scholarships were awarded to class 8 students
who had excelled in their exams, these students had taken their exams along with

students from private schools.

14




Certificates of Excellence

Besides academic achievements, certificates of excellence were distributed to children
who had demonstrated outstanding performance in both academics and sports. This

recognition enabled a comprehensive approach to education and personal growth.
Acknowledgment of Pagdand's Support

Pagdand received a certificate of appreciation during the event. This recognition affirmed

our commitment to the school and its students' growth and development.

The Annual Function was not only a celebration of accomplishments, but also a reflection
of the values of education, community, and support. It highlighted Pagdand's
commitment to fostering education and the potential of young minds, leaving a

heartwarming moment on the school's journey of excellence.

15




Highlights of the Annual Function
at Shree Saraswati Prathmik School, Vasna, Vadodara
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Certificate of Appreciation
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Partner with Us

We welcome you to partner with us.

Pagdand is a Vadodara-based NGO working in the field of biodiversity conservation since
2016. Pagdand is registered under the Trust Act, 1950 (Bombay Act No 29 of 1950) with

registration number E/80481/Vadodara.

Donors can avail tax benefits under 80G by donating to Pagdand’s Projects and

Activities.

»

mastercard.

512260002893241

6100020028932436

PAGDAND V’ S A

MID: 037322000130411 TID: 16573458
ME Helpdesk: 18602332332 / 022-40426060 4604901028932425

AXS-100131




PAGDAND Bank Details

Name of Party PAGDAND
Address Plot No. 42, A/B, Yoginagar
Township,

Besides Zenith Tin, N.H.No.8,
Chhani,

Vadodara-391 740, Gujarat, India

Phone Number 9904378866, 8511123869
Name of Bank Axis Bank Ltd.
Bank Branch Address Vardhman Complex, Opp, G.E.B.,

Racecourse, Vadodara.

Bank Branch Name Racecourse
Account Number 916020044018375
IFSC Code UTIB0000013
MICR Code 390211002
Branch Code 013

You can reach us at:

e Mr. Nishith Dand, +91-98791 11090,
nishithdand@pagdand.org

e Pagdand Team, +91-74860 37215

support@pagdand.org
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